
         Over the past 40 years, the 
American Pharmacists Association 
ς Academy of Student Pharmacists 
(APhA-ASP) has served as the col-
lective voice of student pharma-
cists by advocating for pharmacy 
rights across the nation.  Being the 
collective voice, APhA-ASP repre-
sents all fields of pharmacy, from 
retail pharmacy to hospital, from 
independents to long term care.  
No matter what field you might be 
interested in, APhA represents 
you.  Did you know that the reason 
pharmacists are now considered 
ά5ƻŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ tƘŀǊƳŀŎȅέ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
of the work done by APhA-ASP?  
Without the help of APhA, phar-
macy practice would be completely 
different. 

       APhA was founded over 150 
years ago and is dedicated to ad-
vancing and helping all pharma-
cists improve medication use and 
advancing patient care.  Over 
60,000 practicing pharmacists, 
pharmaceutical scientists, student 
pharmacists, pharmacy techni-
cians, and many others compose 
the membership of this organiza-
tion, making it the largest associa-
tion of pharmacists in the United 

States.  The home of APhA head-
quarters is the only privately 
owned building on the National 
Mall in Washington, D.C., less than 
a 10 minute walking distance from 
the White House, allowing for 
APhA to have close access to our 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ 
our profession. 

         Here at the McWhorter 
School of Pharmacy, APhA-ASP is 
the largest student organization on 
campus with over 360 current ac-

tive members!  We strive to pro-
vide as many opportunities for stu-
dents to learn the many paths 
pharmacy has to offer, practice 
their clinical skills, and be an advo-
cate for their profession.  But being 
a member of APhA-!{t ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
just stop at Samford, you are able 
to participate in state, regional, 
and national conventions where 
you can network with other stu-
dent pharmacists, faculty, and cur-
rent practicing pharmacists to 
build relationships that will last 
forever.  Being a member of APhA-
ASP also provides other benefits 
for students such as discounts on 
textbooks, free clinical rotation kits 
and liability insurance for fourth-
year students, and much, much 
more. 

         This year, the Joint Commis-
sion on Pharmacy Practice, which  
is comprised of 11 national phar-

macy organizations includ-
ing APhA, envisioned that pharma-
Ŏƛǎǘǎ άǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǇǊƻπ
fessionals responsible for providing 
patient care that ensures optimal 
ƳŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŀǇȅ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΦέ  
You might be wondering, well 
what as a student pharmacist can I 
do to help pursue this vision?  And 
the answer is really quite simple, it 
all starts with you.  If you are com-
pelled to be that pharmacist that 
wants to provide optimal patient 
care then we as a profession will 
be that health care profession re-
sponsible for providing that patient 
ŎŀǊŜΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ƻǳǊ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ 
the year:  The Power of One: What 
Pharmacists Can Do For You.  This 
theme encompasses the impact of 
the individual effort needed to 
move this vision forward and the 
second half is the actual showing 
to patients what we can do 
through patient care projects 
throughout the year. 

          I hope that this newsletter 
will help you to see the importance 
of APhA-ASP and the role it plays 
as serving as the collective voice of 
pharmacy, representing all fields of 
pharmacy.  I would like to welcome 
all of you to our 2009-2010 school 
year and look forward to working 
with all of you in advancing our 
profession as members of the larg-
est pharmacy organization not only 
at Samford, but in the nation as 
well! 

APhA-ASP 

Welcome!  
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JOIN NOW!  
New member fee: $60 (lasts through Oct 2010) 

Fees differ for students renewing or reinstating their membership  
     Look for sign-ups outside each classroom during the first few weeks of school 
ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎƛǎǘΦŎƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ άǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎƛǎǘέ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

Contact Kristin Phillips at kmphill1@samford.edu with questions or talk to any officer! 

 

Explore your career with numerous student resources, save on textbooks, and get liability insurance 

Engage in legislative events, help raise awareness for pharmacy and promote our profession 

Connect with other student pharmacists and practitioners in the profession and build lasting relationships 

Learn about pharmacy through APhA publications including Student Pharmacist,  
                                    Pharmacy Today, DrugInfoLine 

Gain experience by volunteering for opportunities within the chapter or apply for regional or national level positions 

As a first year student, there are several opportunities for you to get involved in the chapter. 
You may apply to be a P1 Member-at-Large under the executive committee or volunteer to 
serve as a vice-chair on one of the many patient care projects committees.   

APhA is the one organization that represents all areas of pharmacy including practitioners, re-
searchers, and student pharmacists. No matter what area of pharmacy you decide to pursue,   
APhA-ASP allows us to come together as one and promote the profession. Benefits include: 
  

   Why should I join APhA-ASP?  
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L E A D E R S H I P   

C O N V E N T I O N S 

Travel across the US to attend Midyear Regional Meetings and Annual APhA National Conventions  

S K I L L S   
  

Develop clinical and professional skills through involvement in patient care projects and health fairs 

P U B L I C A T I O N S 

N E T W O R K I N G 

A D V O C A C Y   

R E S O U R C E S   
  

    How can I get involved? 

P 1  M E M B E R- A T - L A R G E C O M M I T T E E  V I C E  C H A I R   

These first year members are appointed to serve 
as liaisons between the first year class and the 
executive committee. As representatives for the 
tмΩǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ 
activities through announcements and emails. 
Information about these positions will be made 
available at the first scheduled APhA meeting.  

These committee members work alongside their 
respective committee chairs to learn about a 
specific patient care project. Their responsibilities 
include attending events scheduled by the 
committee chairs and helping with the planning 
and preparation of the Homecoming Health Fair 
and other events.  



Each fall, APhA holds Midyear Regional Meetings 
(MRMs) in each of the eight districts across the 
United States. The meetings are designed espe-
cially for student pharmacists. As a member of 
APhA-ASP, you have the chance to attend the Re-
gion 3 meeting in Charleston, South Carolina Octo-
ber 30th-bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мǎǘΦ awaΩǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŜŘǳŎŀπ
tional classes and discussions, encourage profes-
sional development, and give students the oppor-
tunity to learn more about APhA. This is also a time 
to network with pharmacy students from across 
the southern states and share ideas with each 
other! MRM is a great event to witness APhA on a 
larger scale and really experience pharmacy out-
side of MSOP. Make sure to talk to an officer if you 
are interested in attending the 2009 Region 3 APhA 
Midyear Regional Meeting! 
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A M E R I C A N  
P H A R M A C I S T S  
M O N T H 

Join us for the second annual Homecoming Health 
Fair! On Saturday, November 7th, students from 
APhA-ASP will be 
providing health 
screening for stu-
dents and alumni 
prior to the Home-
coming football 
game. We had a 
great turnout last 
year and are look-
ing forward to making 2009 an even bigger event! 
Participants will have a chance to be screened for 
hypertension, heartburn, diabetes, osteoporosis, 
high cholesterol or receive information about 
asthma and smoking cessation. There will even be 
immunizations available for those needing flu shots 
or other vaccinations.  This is a great time to get in-
volved and gain experience in performing health 

screenings and counseling patients! 

October has been designated National 
Pharmacists Month with the  theme 
άYƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ Yƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎƛǎǘΦέ !tƘ! ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀ 
time to recognize the contributions pharmacists 
make to healthcare.  Throughout October, the goal 
is to highlight our role as medication experts. It is 
important to educate the public about our profes-
sion and help them to realize that pharmacists are 
an integral part of the health care system. Last 
year, with the generous support of CVS/Caremark, 
an American Pharmacists Month billboard was 
placed on display on Green Springs Avenue. It in-
ŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άYƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΣ Yƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘŀǊπ
ƳŀŎƛǎǘέ ǎƭƻƎŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ  ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻπ
ple of Birmingham to talk to their pharmacists. Be 
sure to get involved this October to help promote 
your profession! 

The Southern 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {Ƙƻǿ 
is an annual 
event held at 
the BJCC down-
town that draws 
thousands of 

visitors each year. The 2009 event will take place 
September 24th-27th. APhA-ASP will be looking for 
volunteers to work shifts Thursday through Sunday. 
Last year, students made a huge impact on the com-
munity by educating hundreds of people about im-
munizations. The goal was to educate women about 
the proper timing for both childhood and adult vacci-
nations. This is the largest patient care event for the 
Ŧŀƭƭ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΦ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
chance to interact with the people of Birmingham 
and educate people about their health.  

S O U T H E R N   
² ha9bΩ{  

S H O W 

H O M E C O M I N G  
H E A L T H  F A I R 

M I D Y E A R   
R E G I O N A L   
M E E T I N G S 

Upcoming  
 Events  
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APhA-ASP  photo scrapbook  

 Legislative Day  
Montgomery AL 

American Pharmacists Month 

Alabama Pharmacy Association 
2009 Convention, Sandestin FL 

2009 APhA National Convention, 
San Antonio TX 

Health  
Screenings  

MSOP Annual Picnic 

 Officer Induction 

Homecoming Health Fair 


