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Wel come to the first edition of our ne
been happening with our various programs, current students, alumni, and faculty. We cq
tinue to receive accolades regarding our strong curriculum, groundbreaking assessmen
techniques, undergraduate research program, and successful alumni. In this edition of
newsletter, youdll | earn about depart me
honors, exciting student internships, and interesting updates from our alums. &njoy!
Dr. Rhonda Parker, Professor and Chair, Department of Communication Studies

Department to Offer Scholarship and Funding for Student Travel

Communication Studies ! thank him for that. (Bonnie Buck-  scholar, coach, and mentor
now has its first scholarshif" € L1 Pscomb, 660Gy contributing to the Yeo-

fund: the G. Allan Yeo- mans scholarship fund.
mans Endowed Scholar Dr. Yeomans was a beloved

ship. We 6 r eprofessor in SDA/SCAT at
about honoring the work of Samford from 19541968.
Dr. Yeomans. In addition, He taught a number of com-
webve creat e ~munication courses and _
Fund designed to offer ou coached the debate team.  Each year, our majors pro-
majors travel funds wher Conversations with his stu- ggﬁglarseh)i(ce;lr?;iheicrm%nglrs
they present their origina dents make clear that Al was p pap

an extraordinary person: are accepted at regional and
research at academic cor yp ’ national conferences. Un-

- dDepartment Fund

This fund supports student
research efforts.
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Inside this issue:

Step Sing

Efolios

ferences. they share stories of his un- ¢ornately, travel to con- Debate Team
compromising standards and ferences can be expensive,

G. Allan Yeomans Schol- boundless compassion. and students often have to )

arship His students went on to greatWwithdraw papers because Internshlps

Ifitis true that what allyoung ~ acclaim as professors, attor- they simply cannot afford

people need most is a wonderful, neys, ministers, and businesst© 9°- .

inspiring role model, then those of professionals. . Transitions

us privileged to study with or We welcome your contribu-

debate for Al Yeomans are a fortu tion to the Yeomans Schol-

nate and blessed genera- Dr. Yeomans was quite arship and the Department Awards

tion. (Wayne Flynt, touched tolearn a scholarshig=u n d . ltos e

was named for himHe ex-  click on the link below! Be
So many of you have gone on to

lained his experiences at oo
become speech professors and to P P . bution is for Comm. Stud-
do things that you would not have Samford were special be- ies.
dreamedtodo haditnotbeenfor cause of the students heod

Al Itis a great experience to have taught, who came into the  hitps/secure.samford.edu/phin/
been around somebody like alumni/giving.htm

this. You think what your life
would be if you had not crossed heart.
paths withhim.( Rod Davi

Al Yeomans gave the depart-
Of the thirty or so majors that the - ment an excellent foundation

department had at that time, he from which to arow. Please
owned us all. We all felt loved and g )

nurtured and taught and looked ~ Consider honoring Dr. Yeo-

classroom with a wide open

sure to indicate your contri- - Alumni News

after. We had a personal educato ma n s 0 serviece as a teacher

h

st

ope


https://secure.samford.edu/php-bin/alumni/giving.htm
https://secure.samford.edu/php-bin/alumni/giving.htm
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Samford Debate Still Going Strong

Samford debate is having iby clearing at each of thre¢ The squad is looking forward

fantastic 0809 season, and tournaments. At the Univer- to the upcoming tournaments, Samford De-
was recently ranked 27th irsity of West Georgia, theand is particularly excited .
the nation by the Cross team made it to the finals ani about the possibility of repre- bate is cur-
Examination Debate Associa had a topten speaker for the senting the University at the rently ranked
tion. first time in two decades. National Debate Tournament )

in Austin, Texas. Thanks to 27th in the
This year, the Varsity squac This spring, Samford debatt 5)| the supporters and friends .

; Wi ; nation.

won the Vanderbilt tourna- will help to host the National of Samford debate!

ment, and the JV squad he Forensics League Tourna
been in the final four three ment. More than 2,000 higf
times this season. Addition school students will be on the
ally, the varsity team made ¢ Samford campus for the
clean sweep of January terr opening ceremony.

Majors Keep Step Sing Humming

As everyone in Communication Studies knows, Step Sing is one of the more anticipated events
ag-’ on campus. What you might not know is how active our majors are, especially in the key role of
- 4 Master of Ceremonies. In fact, our majors have served as emcees for each of the past six years:
Meredith Howard (2009) Suzanne Goddard (2008), Christina Cesler, (2007), D.J. Carter (2006),
Chase Williams (2005), and Katie Hall Bentley (2004).

Last year, Josh Bowers served as House Manager for Step Sing. He was responsible for inform-
ing participants of the house rules and regulations, and enforcing them for all rehearsals and per-
formances. I'tds a Anatural o that our maj or
ficommunication skills are crucial. o

Goddard, Bowers, Cesler

Department is Cutting Edge with E -F o | i @rdnSasons Magazijne

Excellent references? Strong resumes®d Noh i nk foe et Girkyo. . . el ectronic portfoldi
folios developed in the Department of Communication Studies are designed primarily as tools for assessing academic com-
petencies of graduating seniors, employers and graduate schools are using them to identify promising applicants.

Since 2005, seniors in the Department of Communication Studies have created electronic portfolios in order to demonstrate
what they have learned during their time at Samford and within the department. Students select sample papers, speeches,
and other artifacts that highlight their learning experiences. Perhaps the most crucial component of these projects is the
reflective essay that students create to unify various aspects of their university experience. In writing these essays, stude
begin to recognize just how much they have grown intellectually and personally.

Theef ol i o can also bring into focus a studentoés interest
fi T h-éolioallowed me an opportunity to organize my work from the past four years, which helped me see the primary
areas | was interestedih.t hel ped me narrow down my field of interest
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Forbesmagazine reported in
its May 2008 issue that Sam-
ford ranks 2% among all na-
tional universities and is the
top university in Alabama.
The rankings were produced
by the Center for College Af-

Samford Ranks First in Alabama, 27

of the quality of courses and
instructors, graduation rates,
and such factors as student
evaluations of teachers and
percentage of students win-
ning nationally competitive
awards.

Volume 1, Issue 1

th in Nation

of Rochester (29, and Uni-
versity of North Carolina
Chapel Hill (30" in the
CCAP listing.

By comparison, Vanderbilt
was 3% Baylor 34", Ala-

bama 4% and Auburn came
in at 98",

fordability and Productivity

(CCAP) of Washington, DC. Samford ranks just behind
Rice University (24), Car-

The CCAP is an independent negie Mellon University
not-for-profit organization tha (25"), and Georgetown Uni-
studies higher education is- versity (26" and ahead of
sues. The CCAP rankings ari the University of California
based on student perception: Berkeley (28", University

While this is one of many
ranking® it is a sign that we
are moving in the right direc-
tion.

Samford is one of the top 60 private universities in America,
based on the 2007 U.S. News & World Report rankings.

Comm Studies Hopes to Boost Funding with Alumni Support

dents in search of scholar-
ships. While the department
has several scholarships Yeomans Scholarship to
linked to its varsity debate bring outstanding students (
program, no endowed schol- into the department. :
arships exist for communica- - _
tion studies majors. To en- If you are interested in help-
launch creative initiatives. It dow a scholarship,amini- 1 N9 support th gristen Seay, Christina t 0 S
al so meant fis tmam of$26000is required. Schplarship and studentre- .00 004 i worley
terms of department scholar- This spring, we began invit- search efforts, please contact hei N
ships and alumni support.  ing donations to the G. Allan the Department of Commu- presefntt eir research at

a conference.

Yeomans Scho|arship fund. nication StudieS or C|iC|(
here

With its separation from
Theatre eight years ago,
SDA/SCAT got a new name:
Communication Studies.
This new beginning offered
a chance for the department
to build new programs and

alumni, we hope to be able
to use such resources as the

Yy
N ,

Each year, we receive que-

ries from prospective stu- With the support of our

: ibreathe | ifed in
InternShlpS are the Name Of the Game munication classes and
Internships have become an London, but completed the  ing the early morninghours 1S UpPpl ement 1 earn
important part of the Com-  work in New York City as as an intern for the Rickand €@t i f e applicatio

an intern with the Creative
Development Department of
ColgatePalmolive for the
advertising agency of Young
and Rubicam.

munication Studies curricu-
lum. They allow students to
put their theoretical knowl-
edge to a practical test and
are essential to forming the
kinds of connections that are
essential to landing a dream
job. Recent students have
scored spectacular intern-
ships.

Bubba Show, where she par-
ticipated in the daily routines
of the show as well as work-
ing on producing commer-
cials.

Natalie Jayneworked as a
summer intern for Dempsey,
Steed, Stewart, Ritchey and
Gache, a law firm in Bir-
mingham. The internship
sparked her desire to attend
law school.

Heather Johnsonworked as
a Middle School Intern at the
Calvary Community Church
in Southern California,
where she discovered a pas-
sion for teaching. She noted
that the internship helped to

Betsy Martin went to Wash-
ington to intern for a Missis-
sippi Congressman and later
did an internship with former
First Lady Laura Bush.
Rebecca Wrightstarted her

internship while studying in ~ Erin Basinger worked dur-


https://secure.samford.edu/php-bin/alumni/giving.htm
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Pat Taylor Retires

Despite our best efforts to an exaggeration to say that
keep her with us, departmen- the department could not

tal secretary Pat Taylor has have been successful without
heard the call of the open her hard work and diligence.
road and retired in June. She o

is traveling the country and e Will miss her very much
spending time with her sister @nd thank her for all of the

in California and other good times. She will forever

friends along the way. live on in our lore.

Pat is largely responsible for
getting the department off
the ground after the separa-
tion from Theatre. Itis not

Foster Fills the Gap

Meet our new secretary, Kim
Foster.
enjoy working with the fac-

ulty and students in Commu-

My husband, Bruce, and |
s a lyase, 4 cliildrentardeg] and a

cat. My life is fulll Our

sons, Adam and Andrew,

Ki m

nication Studies.The faculty live in New York
are not just the folks | work City. Adam graduated from
with everyday.| think of Belmont  University, and

them as good friends, and |
get to hang out with them 5
days a weekThe students
here are THE BESTI plan
to be here until | retire in 15
or 20 years.

Borden Plans

The unthinkable has hap-
pened. Amanda Borden will
retire from the Communica-
tion Studies Department and
Samford University in the
Spring.

Dr. Borden started at Sam-

ford in 1989 when she filled

in for a public speaking
Amanda Borden has worked
at Samford since 1990

of the Department, as the

class. Since that time, she
has served as Acting Chair

Andrew graduated from the
University of Monte-
vallo. Our daughter,
Susanna, is a student at Sam-
ford. Our daughter, Liz, is
still in high school and plans
to attend

Her Escape

inaugural Dean of Freshmen been building their dream

and as the head of interna- farm in rural Alabama. In-

tional st udi e stead of classes of fresh
strong and lasting impact on faced CA students, she will
just about everyone here in fulfill her dream of facing

our community. freshfaced livestock.

However, she has decided Things will not be the same
that the time is right to move wi t hou't Dr .

on. In addition to becoming tive attitude and indomitable
a grandmother to her first spirit. We hope that she will
grandson in January (Smith visit often.

Borden), she and Lee have

Samford

a

Bor d



